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. Present Owner: Baker University

Pregent Obéunant: None

E;esent Jge:

Museum operated by the 01ld Castle Memorial Association

Brief Statement of Significance: This original stone building of

Baker University dates from Territorial times,

PART 1,

HISTORICAL INFORMATTON

e

Physical History:

Original and subsequent ovwners:
Baker University 1858-1871
 (George Motter and others?) dates ?
Baker Uhlver31ty 1908—present

Date of erectlon:' 1858 (ref, a quote of the Minutes of
the Kansas Conference of the Methodist Church meeting -
 at Topeka, April 15-19, 1858: #There is now in erection
a stone school house 24 by 40 feet, Lo he ai least two
stories high" - From Eoright, Homer Kingsley, The .
History of Baker University, Baldwin, Kansas, 1951, p. 65) .

Architect, builder, suppliers ete.:
Reverend Nathan Taylor supervised the laying of the
foundations (Ebright, op. eit., p. 65)

Original plansﬁ None located.

Notes on alterations and additions:

a., Two-story building with a temporary flat roof.

b, Three-story bullding after Palmyra lMasonic Lodge
financed the addition.

¢. A frame building 16" ¥ 24! wag added in 1843 for the
younger students and was called '"The Kitchen."

d. Two- story‘sandsuone addltlon at wesi in 1868 (Torn down

' in 1927)..

_#&. Two-story bUlelng 1903 (?) because a mill had been

installed there and made the walls unsafe so roof
TWas 1owered one story '
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£, _1909 - Third -story rebullt and & new roof added. = §p¢J5
g5’1953 ﬂfThe'walls were repointed, S ‘.- RJ'BALQ
jThe woodwork: was repalnted nd repaired and 1=

g new roof wes placed on the bL;Wdzng

: (Ths above information-came from: . Kansas State HlStOT”C&1
 .Soeciety, Topeka ‘Kansas, Baker UhlVéTSlty Ciippings, Vol. 2,
~“pp. 93~ 90 from the Baldw1n Ledger, Nov 12 1953)

6. Important old views and references- ' S
... - A-drawing showing the building with the two story -
sandstone and onhe siory frame additions. (Kansas State
Historical SOClEuy, Topeka, Kensas, Baker University
Clippings, Vol. 1, 57, from The que?a Mail and
Breeze, M&y 20, 1898)

.-:Historlcal “venbs Connected with the Strucbure‘
fﬁl:fochool bu1ld1ng urb il 1879
2.:'Baldw1q Church held services here until 1870

3;"3651dence of President Denison of Baker Univer sity
' “n 1870' ' : o

4 _Dlnlng Hall on 1st £xoor, dorms on 2nd and 3rd floors ;;
éitlﬁSed as a va7lc School for a few years | §

&, College students llved here for many years

?,  Used as & mlll un% 1 machlnery 1n3ured the walls
8..?Empuy but used for parities .

9. '--swrage for athletic cquipment

10. Muscum

'-(The above information ceme from:” Kansas Stdté'Historical '
Society, Topeka, Kansas, Baker University Clippings, Vol.’2,
op. 93 99 from the Bai awin Ledger, Nov. 12, 1953) -

Baker University is the oldest fou1~year college in Kansas,
being chartered on February 12, 1858, (Federal Writers
Project, Kansas, A Guide to. the Sunflower Stabe Hastlngs
House N. Y. 1949, p. 373) : :

leelj oources Not Yei Iﬂvestigaued
Records at-Baker University, a?dwin, Kansag (see M. E v,
Wood) - oo :
Early Kansas newspaperu at Kan 2 s, Sta S€ Hlstor;cal Soc1e§y,=
a‘opeka Kansas : : o -
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L. ArchwtecturaW Character:

This s*on& structure of plaln de31gn is an example
of 2n educat onal bbildlng dating from Terrltorlal
times

'ﬁ2. Condltlon of F&br¢c

The exterior is In good condition bu the inierior has ft
‘been completely changed and ‘is being used for museun
space.: The building is well maintained . :

Technlcal Descriptidh_bf Exterior:

i 11,jFoundatlons

The foundations are native llmestone

. 2 Wall conmstruction:

"The walls are solid limestone with the stones at the
carners hav1ng a seml ~dressed treatment and “esembllng
quoing.

B,I?Porches; “None

4. .Chimneys; No originai existing chimneys.

.. 5. Openings

Doorways and doors: .

" The doorways. and doors are wood pegged construction
and are s2id to be original. Protective metal
meshes outgide doors are now in place.

b, Windows and shutters; .
' The windows are wood pegged consiruction; no shutters
exist. Lintels and 8ills are cui stone. Protective
‘metal mesh scréens now cover the w1ndowa on the
first and sccond floors,

6. Roof:
a. Shape, covering: .
. Gabled roof with's phalt shingles (3909 roof per
Eb;*ghb; oP. c:t y P- 67)

b. Cornice, eaﬁesé Slmple wood mol dlng (1909)

. *Dormers: Nome . .
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Technical Description of Interiors: KAME
. R2-BAL
1. Floor Plans: _ |- e
Original plan much m0d1f¢ed Present plan has stalrway
along the wall to the left of the doorway, & small of-
fice under the t&irway'and a rest room &b the back of
- the building.

2. Stairways:
One modern staWrwaj along esagt wall,

3. Flooring:
211 new,
4. Wall and ceiling finish:
Not original - now plasier finish.

5. Doorways and doors:
No original interior doors or doorways left.

6. Trim:

Probably not original. Present trim is simple painted
wood molding. :

7.. Hardware: 7
- Probably no original haerdware left.

8. Lighting:
‘ No original lighting extant.

~0

Heating:
Tlo original he?tlnﬂ arrangement left,

Prepered by_Q @ Ng 2ps L 9es dote 7/58

1. General setting and orienbaiion:
‘In & emall cleared level loit facing eagt.

2. ZEnclosures: Home,
3. Outbuilldings: Hone.
4. Walks, driveways ete.

- A small modern concrete walk leads {rom the sidewalk to
front door (1953}



5.

Landscaping: =~ . _ T
One iree is near the entrance and some bushies have
been planted on the site. '
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